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Dear parents, students and families.

I hope all is well with you and your families.

As Term 1 draws to a close I would like to thank you for 
your support of the College and your contributions towards 
making this a successful start to 2023.

Year level assemblies
During Term 1 of this year our Year Level Leaders and 
coordinators have worked to modify our year level 
assemblies to ensure greater consistency of celebration 
of student achievement. These assemblies are also used 
as an opportunity for students to share other skills and 
talents with their peers. Our student leaders and class 
captions are also supported to use the assemblies as a 
way of building their leadership skills and capabilities. 
The assembly schedule will aim to provide up to 3-year 
level assemblies per term.

School tours
The College has been running a series of school tours 
for prospective families during Term 1. These tours will 
continue through Term 2 as families of Grade 6 students 
are making plans for secondary school in 2024. Families 
can book a tour via the College website. I would encourage 
all existing families to share this information with any 
prospective families. It is always a pleasure to share our 
wonderful school with the broader community.

2023 NAPLAN completion
Thanks to all parents, students and staff for their work 
in organising and supporting the implementation of the 
NAPLAN this year. Our student participation rate continued 
to be very high, and it was very pleasing to see students 
meeting our expectations of behaviour and commitment 
to the assessments.

High Expectations matched with High Support
The above phrase is one that we have been working with 
over the last 12-14 months. It is a statement that guides 
our thinking and actions at the College regarding student 
learning and social behaviour. The expectations that we 
have for our students regarding academic achievement, 
as well as behaviours, is very high. Matching these 
expectations with appropriate supports is integral to our 

approach.

A good example of our ‘High Expectations matched with 
High Supports’ is how the College manages uniform, 
punctuality and resourcing for classes.

I would like to extend an invitation for any families 
experiencing some difficulties with ensuring your young 
person has the necessary items for school to make 
contact with us – I am very confident we will be able to 
work together to make sure your young person has all of 
the correct uniform and learning resources for success.

School council elections
The recent school council Annual General Meeting was 
held in February, and I would like to welcome the following 
new and returning members to the School Council.

• Eman Haidari – Student representative position
• George Massouris and Mila Milenkovich – elected 

Department of Education representatives
• Melissa Chasemore – newly elected Parent 

representative.
• Andrea Kilburn – Returning parent representative.

Congratulations to the members elected to the following 
roles on the council:

• Paula Sharp -re-elected as School Council President
• Kirstie Ogden – re-elected as School Council Vice 

President
• George Massouris - Treasurer

Many thanks and I look forward to working with you all 
this year. 

David Caughey
College Principal

From The Principal
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At Cranbourne Secondary College we have a goal to improve the attendance of every student in 2023.
We are actively looking for ways to connect with each and every family at our school.
At the start of each week, Year Level Leaders create a Compass post, alerting you to important information for your 
child’s particular cohort.
Parents have the opportunity to participate in the Parent Orientation Program (2 held each term). Information with 
dates and topics posted on Compass.

Attendance is everyone’s responsibility.
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things at 
school every day. Attending and participating in school will help your child develop:

• important skills and knowledge to help them learn
• social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience and team work.

Children who attend school every day and complete year 12 have:
• better health
• better job opportunities
• higher income across their lives.

There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day a student misses puts them behind.

Attendance

Food Technology Classes
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5 April Year 7 Gumbaya World

6 April Whole School Athletics

6 April Last Day Term 1

24 April First Day Term 2 - STUDENT FREE 
DAY

25 April PUBLIC HOLIDAY - NO SCHOOL

26 April Term 3 Classes start

2 May 2.30 pm Finish 

4 May 2.30 pm Finish

8 May Parent Teacher Day 12 pm - 8pm

Key dates - Term 1

Period Normal Day Time 2.20 Finish

Preparation Bell 8.50 am 8.50 am

Period 1 8.55 - 9.55 8.55 - 9.47

Period 2 9.55 - 10.55 9.47 - 10.39

RECESS 10.55 - 11.20 10.39 - 10.59

Period 3 11.20 - 12.20 pm 11.04 - 11.56

Period 4 12.20 - 1.20 11.56 - 12.48

LUNCH (40 mins) 1.20 - 2 pm 12.48 - 1.23 pm

Period 5 2 - 3 pm 1.28 - 2.20 pm

End of day dismissal 3 pm 2.20pm

Bell Times 2023

COLLEGE
OFFICE HOURS

Mon - Fri: 8:10 am – 4:00 pm

IT Office - Repairs
If students are having issues with their daybook devices, 
they are to visit the IT office during the following times: 

• Before School 
• Form Assembly
• Recess
• Lunch
• After School

Students should not be attending IT during class time.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Keep up to date with all the latest news and information on our social media sites
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The 2023, Year 9 School Year has started with a bang! 
A massive term of learning, connecting and immersing 
ourselves within our learning community. The new 
school year came with a brand-new space for the Year 
9s in A Block. Completely renovated and jam packed 
with technology, the classrooms have everything our 
students need to succeed. The new year has also seen the 
introduction of Connect, a program designed to provide 
students with life skills, resilience, empathy and a love 
for life long challenge and learning.

The term has seen an extensive array of engaging 
curriculum and work that all students should be proud 
of. From sessions with parliament members to designing 
and 3D printing electronics cases, the spread of learning 
opportunities has been exciting to see! The engagement 
in classes and collaboration within learning has been 
motivational to see, driving all staff to continue to challenge 
and support all of our learners.

The College’s ‘Welcome to Country’ assembly coincided 
with a visit from an inspiring Indigenous Australian 
storyteller and performer, Scott Darlow. Both of these 
experiences opened up the Year 9 cohort to new 
knowledge of country and history of the land we live, work 
and learn. These sessions continued into the classroom, 
and will extend into the community as we progress into 
Term 2. Scott gave the cohort some amazing feedback, 
stating that their respect, thoughtful questioning and 
desire to learn was inspirational.

Coming into Term 2, we can expect to see our Year 9 
students out and about, connecting with community 
and exploring passion projects in the city. We have more 
quests coming in and some unmatched opportunities up 
for grabs! We in the Year 9 team are excited to see what 
else Term 2 has to offer, and we hope you are too.

Year 9 News

Mr Pugh
Year 9 Year Level leader

Mr Pugh
Year 9 Year Level Leader
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Women in STEAM Morning Tea at Casey Tech
This year, we had the opportunity to celebrate women 
in STEM jobs. This year’s theme is Cracking the Code: 
Innovation for a gender equal future #EmbraceEquity, 
The morning consisted of presentations by two speakers, 
Sonya Casey from AI Group and Kiowa Scott-Hurley 
from Defence Science and Technology Group, followed 
by morning tea and an opportunity to chat with some 
female industry leaders who also joined us for the student 
activities. At the end of morning tea, the students were split 
into four groups and participated in a range of 45-minute 
activities. Our students participated in a great mathematical 
activity where they represented the Fibonacci numbers 
visually.

Holocaust Museum
The Year 10 Century of Change students visited the 
Holocaust Museum. Students profited from their 
discussions with survivor Paul Grinwald who shared 
his experience of being a child in occupied France. 
They helped Paul celebrate his 90th birthday and warmly 
responded to his powerful message of tolerance and 
respect.

Year 11 Psychology DAX Centre excursion
The Year 11 Psychology classes visited the DAX Centre. The 
DAX Centre works with artists who have lived experience 
of mental health issues. We were given a guided tour of 

the current exhibition and a presentation by a mental 
health advocate of their personal lived experience with a 
mental health issue. This expanded our understanding of 
mental health issues and help break down stigma.

Year 12 Physics at Luna Park
Year 12 Physics class went to Luna Park for part of the Unit 
3 Area of Study titled ‘How fast can things go?’ Students 
were required to analyse the motion of the various rides 
on offer and apply the theory covered in class to solve 
problems involving real world scenarios. The workbook 
completed on the day contributed to students receiving 
a satisfactory outcome of this area of study.

Space Discovery Dome Incursion
Year 9 Mission 2050 and Year 10 Space and Earth classes 
had the opportunity to experience space in a planetarium-
style manner. Year 9’s explored the solar system, and the 
requirements planets need to sustain life, while the Year 
10’s explored the Big Bang Theory.

Excursions
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Visual Arts
Year 12 students currently studying Art Creative Practice, Art Making and Exhibiting and Visual Communication 
Design visited the NGV International. The purpose of this excursion was to visit the exhibition by internationally 
renowned fashion designer, Alexander McQueen. 
We arrived an hour early and were able to spend that time exploring the gallery. A wonderful bonus, especially for 
the students who had never visited the gallery before. Students were then lucky enough to be given an intro talk 
by Amy from the NGV. This was a fascinating and entertaining insight into McQueen’s work and artistic journey. 

We were all excited to have our chance to view the exhibition. Our students were overwhelmed, greatly motivated 
and inspired by what they saw. Students enjoyed a wonderful lunch and received an Alexander McQueen visual diary. 

Overall, this was a valuable and inspirational experience for our senior students. We received much positive feedback 
from the students who attended the excursion.

Excursions
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Year 10 Outdoor Education

The Year 10 Outdoor Education classes travelled to Lysterfield Lake to embark on a day hike around the Lake Circuit 
Trail. Students used both compasses and maps to help them navigate as a group around the circuit, stopping at 
each junction to relocate themselves on the map, ensuring they were sticking to the right trail. 

Along the way, students took notes of minimal impact, noting down evidence of where visitors to the park either 
had not abided by the Leave No Trace (LNT) Principles, as well as positive examples of where visitors had actually 
followed these principles to maintain the sustainability of the various ecosystems at the park. Students are commended 
for their efforts and behaviour on the day, with not one complaint along the walk, but plenty of smiles and laughter 
enjoyed during the walk, whilst demonstrating respect for both wildlife and other park visitors. 

Year 9 Sports Education in Physical Education Program (SEPEP)
This term in SEPEP, the students have been running and participating in a round-robin volleyball tournament. For 
each match, there is a duty team that runs the match, including 
umpiring, collecting player statistics, timekeeping and score-keeping. 
In the classroom, the students have been writing up these statistics, 
creating a ladder for all the teams, a ladder for individual player 
statistics and a PowerPoint on the rules and history of volleyball.

Last Friday, the students ran their finals, including a Bronze medal 
match and their Grand Final. In the Grand Final, the teams were 
extremely competitive, going point for point, ending up with one 
team winning by a mere 2 points with 30 seconds to go. The 
students were presented with certificates for taking out the win. 
Congratulations to all the competitors. Throughout the remainder 
of the semester, students will compete in a number of different 
sports, developing their skills and tactics, and accruing points to compete in the final championship, for a trophy. 

Health & Physical Education

Ms Gibson
Sports and Outdoor Education Teacher
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Year 8 sport
On Wednesday, March 1 we had our first interschool sports 
day. We had 3 year 8 volleyball teams competing for the 
pennants. Our girls team put up a valient effort and came 
4th overall. Our 2 boys teams both came second in their 
respective pools and got to play off in the bronze medal 
match. Was a very close game.  Congratulations to all our 
teams who competed.

Senior Sport
On March 6 we had our senior volleyball competition which 
involved 2 pools for both senior boys and girl’s teams. For 
the boys Poole our A team finished 4th overall with our B team finishing 2nd overall. For our girls our A team finished 
3rd with our B team finishing 1st overall and making it through to the next stage. All teams did exceptionally well 
and put up a good fight in all the rounds. Our boys A team lost in the grand final by one point and created a good 
competition and a good competitive atmosphere. We are excited to see how our girls B team do and wish them all 
the best in the next round.

Sport

Casey South Division Swimming Carnival.
On Thursday March 9, 15 students competed in the Casey 
South Division swimming competition.
Our students put in an amazing effort coming 5th overall.

Results for the day:
Nathan Rogers –  1st 12-13 boys breaststroke
       1st 12-13 boys butterfly
      2nd 12-13 boys freestyle
      1st 12-13 boys backstroke
Emily Firestone –  4th 12-13 girls breaststroke
       4th 12-13 girls butterfly
Mustafa Qurbani –  4th 14 boys breaststroke
       3rd 14 boys butterfly
       4th 14 boys freestyle
       4th 14 boys backstroke
Lydia Laeng-   6th 14 girls freestyle
Millad Hazaranejad –  2nd 15 boys breaststroke
   3rd 15 boys butterfly
   4th 15 boys backstroke
Riley Garnham –  4th 15 boys freestyle
Georgia Garnham –  4th 15 girls breaststroke

Karla Woodman –  2nd 15 girls butterfly
       3rd 15 girls freestyle
       3rd 12-20 girls 100m backstroke
       1st 15 girls backstroke
Kaden Morgan –  3rd 16 boys breaststroke
     1st 16 boys butterfly
   2nd 16 boys freestyle
   2nd 16 boys backstroke
   3rd 12-20 400m freestyle
   2nd 16-20 individual medley
Chloe Umali –   3rd 16 girls breaststroke
   2nd 16 girls butterfly
   2nd 16 girls freestyle
   2nd 16 girls backstroke

Relay team – Chloe, Kaden, Millad, Mustafa
  2nd 15-16 Boys/Mixed Medley relay
  2nd 16 Boys/Mixed Freestyle Relay

Congratulations to our team! They put in a fantastic effort. 
Kaden, Nathan and Karla have all qualified for the Southern 
Metropolitan Region Competition.

Ms Miller
Sports Coordinator
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Year 8, Term 1 Martial Arts Therapy Program (MAT) 
Congratulations to our select group of Year 8 students 
who completed the popular 6-week Martial Arts Therapy 
Program.
 
Run by experienced teacher and martial arts instructor 
David, the aim of MAT group is to teach students the 
value of focus, discipline, goal setting, teamwork and 
mindset.
 
Last Tuesday, the program finished with the highly 
anticipated last session that the students have been 
working towards, which is ‘breaking boards’ of different 
difficulty levels. Each student made us proud by pushing 
through mental barriers to attempt or break boards that 
they initially felt were too challenging for them. They 
embodied the MAT group motto: Be strong. Be calm. 
Be kind. Try hard.

A select group of year 7 students will participate in the 
MAT program in term two.

Student Wellbeing

Ms Carr
Student Voice, Agency & Leadership Coordinator

IWD Event at Carrum Downs Secondary College.
Cranbourne Secondary College SRC leaders and 
Assistant Principal Michelle Lynch had the pleasure 
of attending an International Women’s Day special 
event at Carrum Downs Secondary College. Our 
students met Deputy Premier, Jacinta Allan the 
Minister for infrastructure and major projects, our local 
member Pauline Richards MP and the member for 
Carrum Sonya Kilkenny MP. The students discussed 
issues relating to challenges women face in different 
industries with our politicians and came away from the 
event inspired to continue to champion equity for all at 
our College. Junior  Playground  Project

Our Year 7 and 8 class captain team met to decide 
on the furniture for the outdoor active area in the 
junior school. We want students to be creative, critical 
thinkers. We want them to rewrite the rules as life-long 
learners and critical thinking citizens. It’s a mindset of 
self-direction and student ownership and it begins by 
empowering students with voice and choice.

Student Voice, Agency & Leadership

Ms Bannister
Student Wellbeing Coordinator
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College Dux 2019 Tiffany Isgro returned to the College with some 
great advice to the current Year 12 students at the recent assembly. 
We were grateful to have Tiffany return to the college through our 
Alumni program. Tiffany had fond memories of the teachers at 
the school and encouraged students to reach for their personal 
best in 2023.

Australian Idol Golden Ticket winner Gemma Rourke also returned 
to the college and provided the Performing Arts students with 
some valuable advice about entering the entertainment industry. 
She performed a beautiful rendition of Shallows and showed her 
deep appreciation of the school that provided her with so many 
opportunities to develop her talent.

We would like to introduce two of our staff who are also recent alumni (former students) of our college!

Ezel Duyar, who is working with us as a Sports Trainee supporting our P.E staff, helping 
with events and day to day needs.

“I loved all my teachers at Cranbourne Secondary College! I love spending time with my 
family and being at the gym when I’m not working or studying.”

Ezel graduated in 2022 and she is studying a Certificate 3 in Sport and Recreation through 
the AFL SportsReady program.

Elijah Jones was School Captain for the Class of 2021. He 
is working as a Literacy Tutor as part of the Tutor Learning 
Initiative.

“The highlight of my job is the Study On program the college 
has implemented, where students come to the library after school for one-on-one tutoring. 
I truly enjoy seeing the impact these sessions have and improvement that the students 
make by taking the time to get the extra support.”

Elijah is also studying a double degree at Monash University, a Bachelor of Arts and 
Bachelor of Secondary Education.

We encourage all past Cranbourne Secondary College students to join our alumni program. It’s a great way to keep 
in touch, be part of the school community and stay connected to the people you have been to school with. You 
can follow our alumni program on social media pages: Facebook Cranbourne SC Alumni Group and Cranbourne 
Secondary College LinkedIn Alumni Group. 
To join our alumni community, simply email us at: alumni@cranbournesc.vic.edu.au

Alumni Program

Alumni Coordinator Jenny Hammond with 2019 DUX 
Tiffany Isgro
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Cranbourne Secondary College 
is excited to be participating. The PRC application offers a range of exciting features 
including: 

• access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 
• a modern user-friendly interface 
• rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 
• the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or 

complete a book review 
 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the 
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal 
challenge for children to read a set number of books by 8 September 2023. 

 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their 
parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the 
Victorian Premier and former Premiers. 

 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about 
the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-
challenge  
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The Smile Squad Dental team from Monash Health are coming to Cranbourne Secondary College in term 2.

Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental program. This means all students can get a free dental 
check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school. Smile Squad requires parent/guardian consent before they 
can provide services. 
Families can register their interest either via the link provided on Compass or the QR Code above. Parents/guardians 
do not need to attend their child’s appointment at school. However, if they wish to attend, they are welcome to make 
an appointment at their local community dental clinic.

Free Dental Care for Students
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